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Old Testament – New Testament Relationship 
 
Questions? Contact Wayne Phillips 
 
a. Terms: 

i. Testament = covenant = formal binding relational agreement 
ii. The Old Testament is used in two ways in everyday speech: 

1. Reference to the Hebrew Scriptures (the Tanakh), Genesis-Malachi (39 
books) 

2. Reference to the old covenant established through Moses by God with 
Israel —also called the Mosaic covenant 

iii. The New Testament is used in two ways in everyday speech: 
1. Reference to the Greek Scriptures, Matthew-Revelation (27 books) 
2. Reference to the new covenant established through Jesus by God with all 

people (Jew and non-Jew) 
iv. “Torah could regulate certain aspect of human behavior, but it could not touch 

the heart. That did not constitute a criticism of Torah; Torah operates in its own 
sphere. But when the promises of scripture were fulfilled, then the heart itself 
would be changed, and the supreme position of Torah would in consequence be 
relativized” (Jesus and the Victory of God, NT Wright p380). 

b. The Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures, Tanakh, 39 books) 
i. Is the word of God: Romans 3:2  they were entrusted with the words of God 

ii. Is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17   

iii. Has lessons for us: 1 Corinthians 10:11  11 Now these things happened to them 
as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of 
the ages have come 

iv. Was written for our instruction: Romans 15:4   4 For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  

v. Is the embodiment of knowledge and truth: Romans 2:20 …having in the Law 
the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth,  

c. Jesus the Christ/Messiah is the bridge between the Old Testament (39 books) and New 
Testament (27 books).  He is foreshadowed and predicted in the Old Testament.  Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the Law, Prophets, and Writing. He arrives and fulfills the Old 
Testament promises in the New Testament (Matthew - Revelation; Luke 24:27, 45; 
Romans 1:1-4; Hebrews 1:1-2) 

i. The Old Testament provides the salvation-historical context for the person and 
work of Jesus but he determines the true meaning of that context. Jesus fulfills 
the Old Testament and enables us to fully interpret it (Goldsworthy p82). 

ii. Jesus authoritatively exegetes/interprets the Old Testament: Matthew 5:21-48 
“You have heard that it was said…but I say to you” 

iii. Jesus then promised the Holy Spirit to enable the apostles to give His message 
which is captured in the New Testament writings (John 14-16 gives pre-
authentication to the New Testament) 
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iv. Jesus fulfills the Mosaic covenant 
1. He obeys it perfectly. 
2. He satisfies its sacrificial requirements:  

a. Romans 8:3-4   3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was 
through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the 
flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

b. Hebrews 
v. To continue to be the people of God when Jesus the Messiah came means to 

follow Jesus. The people of God now, Jewish or non-Jewish, are those who follow 
Jesus. 

1. Jesus is the new temple 
a. Matthew 24:1-2  Jesus came out from the temple and was going 

away when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings 
to Him.  2 And He said to them, "Do you not see all these things? 
Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, 
which will not be torn down." 

b. The temple is judged and destroyed in 70 AD: Luke 19:43-46   43 
"For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw 
up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on 
every side,  44 and they will level you to the ground and your 
children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon 
another, because you did not recognize the time of your 
visitation."  45 ¶ Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who were selling,  46 saying to them, "It is written, 'AND MY 
HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER,' but you have made it a 
ROBBERS' DEN." 

c. In Jesus, heaven and earth meet. He is the God-filled one. When 
Jesus was on the earth, to come to God’s presence (formerly the 
temple) was to come to Jesus. 

2. Jesus is the once for all sacrifice; provides forgiveness for sins 
a. Hebrews 7:27; 9:1-28 
b. Acts 2:38   38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

c. Acts 5:31   31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as 
a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. 

d. Acts 10:43   43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through 
His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of 
sins." 

e. Acts 13:38-39  38 "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that 
through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,  39 and 
through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from 
which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses. 
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3. Jesus provides the Holy Spirit 
a. Acts 1:4-8   4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not 

to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, 
"Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now."  6 ¶ So when they had come together, they were asking 
Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom 
to Israel?"  7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  8 but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

b. Acts 2:4   4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance. 

c. Acts 2:33   33 "Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of 
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 

4. The land promised to Abraham forever is the new heaven and earth. 
5. The church/kingdom of God/people of God = the New Jerusalem 

a. Hebrews 12:22-24   22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads 
of angels,  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect,  24 and to Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better 
than the blood of Abel. 

6. Jesus is the mediator, the high priest 
7. Jesus is the is surpassing revelation (The Prophet): 

a. Hebrews 1:1-2 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through 
the prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the universe. 

b. Acts 3:22-26 The Prophet 
d. The Old Testament Law (Mosaic covenant) is no longer binding on Jewish or Gentile 

Christians:  
i. Romans 7:6  6But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that 

by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in 
oldness of the letter 

ii. 1 Corinthians 9:20-21   20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win 
Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself 
under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law;  21 to those who 
are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but 
under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 

iii. Galatians 3:24-28   24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to 
Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we 
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are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

iv. The old covenant of Moses is made obsolete by the new covenant of Jesus 
1. Hebrews 8:13   13 When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first 

obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to 
disappear.  

2. Romans 10:4   4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. 

3. The new covenant is promised in the Old Testament 
a. Jeremiah 31:31-33   31 ¶ "Behold, days are coming," declares the 

LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made 
with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I 
was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on 
their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people. 

b. Deuteronomy 30, Jeremiah 32:40, Ezekiel 37:26 
4. The complete destruction of the temple in Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 

70 was predicted by Jesus (Mark 13:2, Matthew 24:2, Luke 19:44) and 
confirms that the old covenant is now obsolete.  There is no longer a place 
for sacrifice.  Jesus is the once for all sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 10:10) 

v. The old covenant was: 
1. Given to Israel (Deuteronomy 6:1), who are physical descendants of 

Abraham 
2. For a particular time, place, and circumstance 
3. Specific in scope – agrarian people, in the land of Canaan 
4. For a limited time (Hebrews 8:13 << written to Jewish Christians) 
5. Conditional 
6. Different from the Abrahamic covenant (see following) which is for all 

time and includes all Christians/Jesus-followers (Jewish and Gentile). 
Together, Jewish and non-Jewish Christians are all spiritual descendants 
of Abraham (Galatians 3:7, 29) 

vi. Everything is now clean: Acts 10:15 (Peter’s vision); 1 Timothy 4:3-4 
vii. No circumcision:  

1. Acts 15:1-11 Christians do not need to be circumcised or obey the Law of 
Moses. We are all saved by grace.  Note: concessions to the Law of Moses 
from the Jerusalem council—do not eat foot with the blood in it or 
strangled—were noted so that Jewish and non-Jewish Christians would 
eat together (also in Romans, 1 Corinthians). 

2. The mark of the new covenant person is the Holy Spirit, and the new 
covenant ritual is baptism. 
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viii. Numerous commands from the old covenant were reframed and condensed into 
Jesus’ new covenant command: love one another. 

1. John 13:34-35   34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By 
this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another." 

2. Romans 13:8-10   8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; 
for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  9 For this, "YOU SHALL 
NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT 
STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, 
it is summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF."  10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 

3. Galatians 5:14  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the 
statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

4. NOTE: “law” in these passages refer to the moral/ethical command 
portions of the Old Testament or old covenant.  Context determines the 
precise meaning of “law” in the New Testament. 

ix. Purpose of the old covenant: 
1. To make all accountable to God (Romans 3:19) 
2. Give knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20, 7:7) 
3. Helps us see that sin is our problem 

a. Paul’s example Romans 7:5-25 
b. Romans 7:12-13  So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment 

is holy and righteous and good. 13 Therefore did that which is good 
become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, 
in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death 
through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin 
would become utterly sinful. 

c. Romans 7:22-23  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the 
inner man,  23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner 
of the law of sin which is in my members. 

4. Does not justify: Law obedience does not and cannot justify (justify = put 
us in right standing before God), because all fall short of it. The Law is 
good, but it is not capable of giving us righteousness (right standing with 
God) 

a. Romans 3:20 …by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified 
in His sight 

b. Galatians 2:16 …by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
c. Galatians 3:11   11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before 

God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY 
FAITH." 

d. Because all fall short—through the Law we learn that we are not 
capable of perfectly obeying the Law (Romans 3:19, 20,  
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5. Brings wrath, carries a curse and condemnation: Romans 4:15  for the 
Law brings about wrath; Galatians 3:13  13 Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED 
IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18 (3:9 
“ministry of condemnation”); Romans 2:12 

6. Trained and prepared people to be justified by faith (Galatians 3:19-29) 
7. Helps us see that we need something more than a law, we need a Savior 

(Galatians 3:19-29; Romans 7), and a new heart. 
8. Through faith people actually become obedient to God (Romans 1:5, 

3:31, 6:17-18). Through faith we receive forgiveness, receive the Holy 
Spirit, and want to follow Jesus (become obedient to God). 

9. Is fulfilled in one word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
(Galatians 5:14); he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law 
(Romans 13:10) 

10. Called Israel to love God (Deuteronomy 6:5), and love one another 
(Leviticus 19:18) 

11. The Laws of distinction made the Hebrew people see themselves as set 
apart (distinct, holy).   

a. Food laws: primarily for distinction, not health (Leviticus 11:45-
47) 

b. Sabbath: 6 days work and 1 day off is unique to Israel – no farmer 
in the ANE ever had the idea of a day off because they worked 
when work had to be done 

c. Clothing rules (ex. forbidden to wear wool and cotton at same 
time)  

d. Impact of these laws of distinction: the non-Jew would ask, “Why 
do you do that?” and the answer, “Because I’m Hebrew who 
worships the Lord”.  The non-Jew, “Tell me more.” (Breshears 
Notes) 

12. As Israel obeyed and were blessed, the surrounding nations would want 
to know why.  By living close to God Israel would be blessed by God and 
neighbors would say how do I get in on that (Deuteronomy 4:6-8)?  

13. The laws of worship were established and strict because the worship 
practices of the nations around them were immoral (see details in BLS 
561 notes).   

14. The sacrificial system provided a reminder of sins (Hebrews 10:3-4) and 
a type/foreshadow of Jesus’s once for all time (Hebrews 7:27, 9:12, 
10:10) 

15. NOTE: all of God’s covenants, including the Mosaic Law, are good and 
gracious and are useful for teaching us about God. 

x. Israel’s call: the rescue and restoration of the entire creation (via Abraham  
offspring/Messiah); see Isaiah 2:2-5, 49:1-6; Zechariah 8:20-23; 14:19; see 
Jesus the Victory of God, NTW p.308) 

e. (Rework this section >> Torah (= God’s instruction), however, is not obsolete. 
i. The old covenant is not the same thing as Torah (= God’s instruction) 

ii. The old covenant includes the 10 Commandments (Exodus 34:28). While the 
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old covenant has been supplanted by the new covenant, the 10 Commandments 
are still useful for teaching.  They help us understand God, His will, and His 
requirements.   

iii. “Torah” sometimes refers to the Old Testament in its entirety but primarily 
refers to the first five books (Genesis – Deuteronomy), and secondarily to the 
instruction/law/commandments contained within.   

iv. The Tanakh is the Jewish Bible which contains the same books as the Old 
Testament but in a different order with some books like 1&2 Chronicles 
combined into a single book.  The 3 categories in the TaNaKh are Torah (Genesis 
– Deuteronomy, 5 books), Neviim (“Prophets”, 19 books), and the Ketuvim 
(“Writings”, 11 books).   

v. (Review this again>>) The traditional rendering of Torah by “lex” (Augustine), 
“Gesetz” (Luther), and “Law” (English versions of the Bible) is misleading, for the 
sense of law in the Western world derives from the Roman world. Law in our 
world denotes an impersonal code of conduct and actions recognized as binding 
and enforced through penalties by a controlling authority. But Torah in the 
Hebrew Bible means primarily “instruction” with the aim to guide.  (<<This may 
be the general sense of Torah however Leviticus and Deuteronomy have clear 
commands with potential penalties attached). 

f. Abrahamic Covenant 
i. Through physical Israel, physical descendants of Abraham, God promised to 

bless all people. Genesis 12:1-3  Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, 
"Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father's 
house, To the land which I will show you;  2 And I will make you a great nation, 
And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 
And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. 
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed." 

ii. That blessing to all the families of the earth comes through Abraham’s 
offspring/seed (Isaac  Israel, Jesus): 

1. Genesis 17:4-6   4 "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you 
will be the father of a multitude of nations.  5 "No longer shall your name 
be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you 
the father of a multitude of nations.  6 "I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from 
you. 

2. Genesis 22:18   18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." 

3. Galatians 3:16   16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his 
seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to 
one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ. 

iii. Jewish and Gentile Christians are now God’s people, descendants of Abraham by 
faith, justified by faith in Christ alone. Jews are not saved by their 
ancestry/genealogy. Gentile believers have been grafted into the community and 
story of God’s people Israel [NOTE: Israel is a people, not a place/land; Canaan 
(OT) is the land where the people Israel livedi] 



8 
 

1. Romans 4:9-12   9 ¶ Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the 
uncircumcised also? For we say, "FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM 
AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  10 How then was it credited? While he was 
circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while 
uncircumcised;  11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he 
might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that 
righteousness might be credited to them,  12 and the father of 
circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 
follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while 
uncircumcised…Romans 4:16-17  16 For this reason it is by faith, in order 
that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be 
guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, 
but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 
all,  17 (as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE 
YOU") in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. 

2. Matthew 3:8-9  8 "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;  9 and 
do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our 
father'; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up 
children to Abraham. 

3. Matthew 8:10-12   10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said 
to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such 
great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 "I say to you that many will come 
from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;  12 but the sons of the kingdom will be 
cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." 

4. Galatians 3:7-14   7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith 
who are sons of Abraham.  8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."  9 So then those 
who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  10 For as many 
as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, 
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS 
WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."  11 Now that 
no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE 
RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  12 However, the Law is not of 
faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY 
THEM."  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become 
a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON 
A TREE "--  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith. 

iv. All Romans, especially chapters 9-11 
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v. Land: The promise of the land applies eternally to the new heaven and earth, the 
promised land that awaits:  

1. Hebrews 11:13-16   13 ¶ All these people were still living by faith when 
they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them 
and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were 
aliens and strangers on earth.  14 People who say such things show that 
they are looking for a country of their own.  15 If they had been thinking of 
the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  16 
Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 
a city for them. 

2. Hebrews 11:13-16   13 ¶ All these people were still living by faith when 
they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them 
and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were 
aliens and strangers on earth.  14 People who say such things show that 
they are looking for a country of their own.  15 If they had been thinking of 
the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  16 
Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 
a city for them. 

3. NOTE: Overlapping imagery here where the land/country is the new 
heavens and earth (cf. Revelation 21) and the New Jerusalem is the 
people of God (Revelation 21:2   2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.). 

4. Inheritance (likely refers to “land”): Acts 26:16-18  16 'But get up and 
stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint 
you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, 
but also to the things in which I will appear to you;  17 rescuing you from 
the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you,  18 to 
open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the 
dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.' 

g. One New Humanity now in Jesus:  
i. Ephesians 2:11-22  11 ¶ Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in 

the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision " by the so-called "Circumcision," 
which is performed in the flesh by human hands--  12 remember that you were at 
that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For He Himself is our peace, who made 
both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  15 by 
abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained 
in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus 
establishing peace,  16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through 
the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.  17 AND HE CAME AND 
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PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE 
WHO WERE NEAR;  18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to 
the Father.  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a 
holy temple in the Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together into a 
dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

ii. Acts 10:28-29 (Peter, Cornelius) 28 And he said to them, "You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit 
him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.  
29 "That is why I came without even raising any objection when I was sent for. So 
I ask for what reason you have sent for me." 

iii. 1 Peter 2:9 Peter refers to Jews/Gentile believers as royal priesthood, holy 
nation quoting Exodus 19:6 which is spoken to Israel 

iv. Philippians 3:3   3 for we [the church – includes Gentiles] are the true 
circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put 
no confidence in the flesh,  

v. New Jerusalem: The new covenant people of God is also referred to as 
Jerusalem, or the new Jerusalem (Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 11:16, 12:22-24; 
Revelation 3:12, 21:2-10; cf. Isaiah 66:18-23) 

vi. Also see Philippians 3:8-9; Galatians 4:21-26, 6:16; Luke 3:8, 13:3; Hebrews 
12:22 

 
                                                           
i Word search on Israel reveals this; where the English is translated “in Israel” the preposition in Hebrew and 
Greek can be translated “among Israel”; NOTE: the land of Israel is Canaan in the OT and during the period of 
the Greeks and Romans, Palestine (from Philistia—land of the Philistines, and Philistia is the precursor to the 
Greek and Roman term Palaestina (Palestine). 


