
 

WEEK 7: Live In the New 
>> Recap  and give overview of 24 weeks 
Pray. 
We’ve learned about how God made us new in Christ and how we are now learning to take off 
the old and put on the new. What old thing you learning to take off and what new thing are you 
learning to put on? Go around the circle and have each person share. 
1. This week we’ll continue the process of living in the new. 

 
2. On the day of Pentecost, right after Peter preached the message about Jesus to the 

crowds in Jerusalem, he told them how to receive God’s salvation: 
 
Acts 2:38-47 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord 
our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.”  
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 
their number that day. 
 
That was the birth of the church.  
Now, CIRCLE what this new people of God did together: 

 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
List these practices in your own words: 

 “They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching” which were eventually compiled in 
the New Testament). Today’s equivalent = bible study 

o Get into God’s written word with other believers 

 They devoted themselves “to fellowship” = gathering together, meeting together, eating 
together (2:44, 46) 

o Be in regular fellowship with other believers 

 They devoted themselves “to the breaking of bread” (= communion) 
o Participate in communion regularly 

 They devoted themselves “to prayer” 
o Pray regularly with other believers 

 praising God together (verbally and can include singing – cf. Mt 26:30, Acts 16:25, Eph 
5:19) 



 

o Praise God regularly with other believers 

 giving: sharing their resources with each other 
o Give generously to other believers 

 
Which of these practices is God highlighting for you? 
Where is He calling you to step up? 

 
3. How do these practices help you “take off the old and put on the new” from Session 4-5? 

They help me know the old vs. the new, and provide support to help me get out of the old 
and into the new. 
 

4. How do these practices relate to Jesus’ words to his disciples in John 15? 
 

John 15 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves 
to be my disciples. 

  
 They help me remain in Jesus so that I can bear much good fruit. 
 
5. How do these practices relate Jesus’ words to his disciples in Matthew 22? 
 

Matthew 22:37-40 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.” 
 

 They are an expression of my love for God and others. 
 
6. In your own words, why take part in the practices of the church (Acts 2:42-47)? 

They are how I grow in relationship with God and His people. 
 
7. Which practice is God highlighting for you to focus on this week? Spend time doing that 

between sessions and report back next time. 
Next session we’ll look more closely at devoting yourself to God’s word (apostles’ teaching). 


