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WEEK 16: A Disciple Abides and Uses Their Gifts 
Let’s spend a minute going around and sharing what God is showing or saying to you lately. 
 
1. Underline 3 commands Jesus gives his disciples in John 15:4-17    

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 
do nothing.  6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7 If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.   
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and abide in his love.  11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.  12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.  15 No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.  16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you.  17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 
What are Jesus’ 3 commands? 
1. Abide in me 
2. Abide in my love 
3. Love one another (as I have loved you) 
 
 
How do we abide in Jesus’ love? 
Keep Jesus’ commandments (just as Jesus kept the Father’s commandments and abide in 
His love) v.10, 14 
What does Jesus command? That you love one another as I have loved you v.12 
 
 
What are you going to do to abide in Jesus (in him, in his love) this summer? 
Think about spiritual practices that will help you stay in Jesus, stay connected to him. 
Examples: go to small group, devotional, attend regularly on Sundays, meet with another 
person in this group weekly or every other week. 
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2. Romans 12:4-8  4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,  
let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving;  
the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;  
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal;  
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 
Summarize how the body of Christ is supposed to function: 
We are each a member of the body (v.4-5), with different functions/gifts (v.4, 6), and we are 
to use these gifts (v.6). 
 
What will happen as each member does their part? 
The body will grow, we will make disciples, we together will bear lasting fruit. 
Cf. Ephesians 4:4-16  ESV 4 There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call--  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6 one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  7 But grace was given to each one of 
us according to the measure of Christ's gift…11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ,  13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ,  14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes.  15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ,  16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

 
3. Circle the gifts/functions that Jesus is calling you to use or develop this summer: 

NOTE: Goal here is not an in depth study on the spiritual gifts or roles/functions within the 
body. Goal is to show there are many different kinds of gifts/functions and to help the 
participants identity a gift or gifts they have or might have—and talk about ways to 
develop/use them. 
For definitions and additional details, see Endnote i 

  

Romans 12:6–8 1 Corinthians 12:7–10 1 Corinthians 12:28 Ephesians 4:11 

Having gifts that 
differ according to 
the grace given to us 

To each is given the 
manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common 
good 

God has appointed 
in the church 

And he gave 

    apostles the apostles 

prophecy prophecy prophets the prophets 

      the evangelists 

  ability to distinguish 
between spirits 
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  utterance of wisdom     

teaching utterance of knowledge teachers the shepherds and 
teachers 

exhorting       

  working of miracles miracles   

  gifts of healing gifts of healing   

service   helping   

leading   administrating   

  various kinds of tongues various kinds of 
tongues 

  

  interpretation of tongues     

giving       

  faith     
 Copyright 2006-2017 Crossway 
  

 What next step can you take toward that? 
 NOTE: any of the Holy Spirit manifestation gifts can be developed in Tuesday prayer group 

 
 

4. This week develop your summer plan for abiding in Jesus and helping build up the body. 
LEADERS: Go around and ask each person how they plan to abide in Jesus (probably some 
sort of spiritual practice/discipline), and help build up the body (use/develop their gifts). 

 
                                                           
i
 Spiritual Gifts List and Related Topics 
 
Spiritual Gifts are manifestations of the Holy Spirit distributed by God to all members of the church body for the 
common good (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11). They are listed in 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12:1-8, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and 
grouped below. See “Additional Notes” regarding Ephesians 4:11-13 and other related topics. 
 
1. Prophecy: speaking a revelation from God that encourages, corrects, or inspires 
2. Teaching: explaining the Bible in a way that helps people know God and His will 
3. Word of Wisdom: speaking insight that helps resolve a particular need or issue 
4. Word of Knowledge: speaking a revelation that discloses something unknown 
5. Distinguishing between spirits: distinguishes between truth and error, good and evil 
6. Encouragement, Exhortation: speaking that strengthens, comforts, or urges to action 
7. Speaking in tongues: speaking, praying, or singing in a language unknown to the speaker 
8. Interpreting tongues: explaining the message of someone speaking in tongues 
 
9. Miracles: demonstrating God’s power through various supernatural activities 
10. Healing: demonstrating God’s power through physical healing 
11. Faith*: obeying God in extraordinary circumstances trusting He will fulfill His purposes 
 
12. Leadership: casting vision and mobilizing people to accomplish God’s purposes 
13. Helps, Serving*: accomplishing practical tasks to support and meet the needs of others 
14. Administration: helping an organization function efficiently 
 
15. Giving, Sharing*: generously providing resources to help God’s people and further His work 
16. Mercy*: cheerfully and practically helping the suffering 
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*All Christians are called to exercise faith (Mark 1:15, 11:22-24), serve each other (John 13, Matthew 20:26-28, 
Galatians 5:13), give to each other and God’s work (Luke 6:38, 12:15-34, Romans 12:13, Acts 2:42-47, Romans 
12:13, 2 Corinthians 9, 1 Timothy 6:17-19), and show mercy (Luke 10:37, James 2:13). Exceptional examples 
indicate spiritual giftedness from God. 
 
Additional Notes: 

1. Offices:  Ephesians 4:11-13 
11

 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 

12
 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up 
13

 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 Apostles means “sent ones” 
o The Twelve Apostles: This title is given to a limited group of people originally chosen and sent 

directly by Jesus to be His witnesses in the world (Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1). They were 
eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry on earth and His resurrection (Judas Iscariot was replaced by 
Matthias, Acts 1:13-26). 

o Paul and James, the brother of Jesus, are also called apostles (Galatians 1:19; 1 Corinthians 15:7). 
James was an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and resurrection, and may have been commissioned 
by Him, although we have no record of it. Paul saw and was commissioned by Jesus after His 
resurrection (Acts 9). 

o Barnabas is either included in this limited group or is one who was more generally “sent” (Acts 
14:4, 14; cf. 13:1-3). Andronicus and Junias are possibly identified as apostles (Romans 16:7). 

o Are there apostles today? Not in the sense of apostles who were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry 
and resurrection. Those apostles laid the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20, Revelation 
21:14), their message has unique authority (Acts 2:42). Therefore we should be cautious about 
using the title “apostle” today or using it beyond the general meaning “one who is sent”. 

 Prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers: A person holds one or more of these offices when the 
church recognizes that God has gifted and called them to fill the office (1 Corinthians 12:28-31, Acts 21:8, 
21:10, 2 Timothy 4:5). 

 
2. Fruit of the Spirit: All Christians should be growing in these: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:16-26). They are not spiritual gifts. 
 
 


