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WEEK 12: A Disciple Is a Peacemaker 
Let’s spend a minute going around and sharing what God is showing or saying to you lately? 
 
1. Jesus’ disciples, from the beginning, devoted themselves to God’s word, prayer, and to 

fellowship (Acts 2:41-47). We grow in fellowship with each other as we actively love one 
another. This love includes a commitment to work through conflict and to help each other 
when we stray from God’s good commands. 

 
 Matthew 5:9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." 
  
 What is a peacemaker and why does God call them His children? 

Peacemakers bring together people who are separated by sin, anger, hostility, hurt. 
God values peacemakers because He is a peacemaker…peacemakers participate in His work 
in the world (establishing peace with God and peace with each other; love God, love each 
other) 
 

2. Matthew 5:21-26  21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago,  
‘You shall not murder, [Exodus 20:13 6th commandment and anyone who murders will be subject to 
judgment.’  
 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ [empty-head; cf. idiot!] is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of 
hell. 
 23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar.  
First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 
 25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you 
are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell 
you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.” 
 

 
 What does Jesus teach us here about loving each other and making peace? 
 v.21-22 Anger against each other is on the same spectrum as murder. We need to not fall  

into contempt for each other. Speaking contemptuously about each other is destructive. 
v.23-24 Don’t keep worshiping God who commands us to love each other when you have a 
conflict in your life that you are not seeking to restore. 
v.25-26 Try to make peace with those who have something against you quickly.  Don’t put it  

  
 
 What do you learn here about Jesus? 

He loves his people and you risk judgment if you mistreat his people. 
He doesn’t want your worship (“your gift”) without your obedience. 
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3. Matthew 18:15-17  15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault,  
just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.  
 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  
 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the 
church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” 

 
 
 What does Jesus teach us here about loving each other and making peace? 

Work to rebuild relationship when someone has sinned against you (cf. Matthew 5:43-45  
43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.) 
First, directly. Second, with a mediator. Third, with church leadership. 
v.17 example in 1 Corinthians 5 
If there is still no repentance, they are to be sent out of fellowship until they do repent. 
Supplementary verse if needed: Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

 
 What do you learn here about Jesus? 

v.15-17 He wants you to go out of your way to restore the one who sinned against you. 
v. 17 And, he doesn’t not tolerate ongoing, unrepented sin. 

 
 
4. Has Jesus brought to mind a relationship where He is calling you to work to make peace? 

 
Specific next steps?  


